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what to verify before seeking record relief
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Where this example came from

This case study summarizes selected entries from a report obtained through TruthFinder, a commercial
background-report service. It is a newly written, anonymized summary, not a copy of the original report and
not a document issued or certified by a court.

A commercial report can help identify possible cases to investigate. It does not replace the courthouse file,
the final judgment, or a certified disposition from the Clerk of the Circuit Court. Entries can be incomplete,
duplicated, outdated, or incorrectly matched. A listed charge does not prove that the person committed the
offense or that the case ended in a conviction.

This document omits names, personal dates, case numbers, addresses, and other identifying details. It
preserves the relevant offense descriptions for an educational hypothetical. The source report remains
private. Nothing here authenticates its entries or promises eligibility for relief.

What you need from the courthouse

Certified disposition for every count: confirm whether the charge ended in dismissal, acquittal,
supervision, conviction, or another result.

Charging document and final judgment: resolve conflicting offense labels, statutory citations, and
misdemeanor or felony classifications.

Sentencing and termination orders: establish the sentence, any revocation, and the completion date
needed to assess waiting periods.

Docket and later orders: find out what happened after entries such as SOL, bond forfeiture, or a reported
dismissal.

The following pages identify possible leads and unresolved questions. They do not identify petitions ready to file.
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lllinois entries: first review priorities

Aggravated possession of stolen motor vehicles
625 ILCS 5/4-103.2(a)(1)

What the entry suggests: A reported nolle prosequi makes this a potential nonconviction expungement
candidate.

What to verify: The certified disposition of every count; any later prosecution or disposition.
Ordinary battery
720 ILCS 5/12-3(a)(1) or (a)(2)

What the entry suggests: A verified dismissal may support expungement. An ordinary battery conviction
requires separate sealing analysis.

What to verify: Entries include nolle prosequi or stricken-off-leave terminology; confirm final outcome and
identity match. Do not assume domestic battery.

Disorderly conduct
720 ILCS 5/26-1

What the entry suggests: Final dismissal could support expungement; a conviction needs a different
analysis.

What to verify: Stricken-off-leave, bond-forfeiture, and missing-outcome entries do not establish final
dismissal. Resolve inconsistent offense classifications.

Theft of labor, services, or property
720 ILCS 5/16-3(a)

What the entry suggests: A reported guilty finding points toward reviewing sealing if it became an ordinary
conviction.

What to verify: The actual sentence; whether the court instead entered supervision or another qualifying
disposition; completion date.

"Assault" entry citing former chapter 38, paragraph 12-2(a)

What the entry suggests: The label conflicts with an aggravated-assault citation. A reported guilty finding
cannot be classified confidently.

What to verify: Charging document, correct statute, final judgment, offense class, and sentence.

A reported nolle prosequi is a useful lead. Confirm the final disposition and any later proceedings before treating the entry as an
expungeable nonconviction.
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lllinois entries: records still needed

Criminal trespass to land
720 ILCS 5/21-3(a)

What the entry suggests: A possible nonconviction route if a final eligible disposition is confirmed.

What to verify: Identity match and final disposition; stricken off with leave is insufficient by itself.

Criminal trespass to a vehicle
Former chapter 38, paragraph 21-2

What the entry suggests: A misdemeanor amendment and custody notation do not prove the final
judgment.

What to verify: Amended charge, judgment, sentence, and discharge date.

Reckless driving

What the entry suggests: No reliable eligibility conclusion from an incomplete disposition.

What to verify: Judgment, age at offense, subsequent driving record, and whether the narrow statutory
exception applies.

Entry citing former 720 ILCS 5/12-4

What the entry suggests: The former aggravated-battery citation conflicts with a misdemeanor label.
Bond-forfeiture or stricken-off-leave wording is not a final result.

What to verify: The original charge and all later orders. Do not infer either a conviction or a dismissal.

Municipal or quasi-criminal entries with unclear codes

What the entry suggests: No reliable classification until the ordinance and outcome are identified.

What to verify: Exact ordinance, whether criminal in nature, default or judgment terms, and closure status.

What SOL means

SOL means "stricken off with leave to reinstate." The prosecutor may seek to bring the charge back before
the court. SOL alone does not establish a final dismissal. Review the docket and later orders to determine
how the charge ended.
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Wisconsin entries and practical next steps

Wisconsin requires a separate review
Resisting or obstructing an officer: Wis. Stat. §946.41(1).

Taking and driving a vehicle without consent: §943.23(2).

Theft: §943.20(1)(a).

Endangering safety by use of a dangerous weapon: §941.20(1)(a).
Operating while intoxicated, second offense: §346.63(1)(a).
Operating with a prohibited alcohol concentration: §346.63(1)(b).
Operating while revoked: §343.44(1)(b).

Some reported entries describe guilty or no-contest outcomes. Others describe dismissal, dismissal and
read-in, or simply closure. Obtain each judgment. Reconcile duplicates and conflicting classifications. A
"closed" label does not identify the final disposition.

lllinois relief does not clear Wisconsin records. Historical Wisconsin expunction eligibility depends on the
applicable statute, age at the offense, sentencing date, and court orders. State v. Meinhardt, 2012 WI App
82, explains that the 2009 statutory expansion was not retroactive. This summary does not establish
eligibility for any Wisconsin case.

Wisconsin Court of Appeals: State v. Meinhardt
https://lwww.wicourts.gov/ca/opinion/DisplayDocument.html?content=htm|&seqNo=83813

What to do first

1. Obtain the disposition for the reported stolen-motor-vehicle nolle prosequi and other possible dismissals.
2. Obtain the theft judgment and sentence to assess a possible sealing route.

3. Resolve the ambiguous assault, battery, trespass, driving, and municipal entries.

4. Request Wisconsin records from the courts that handled those cases.

No cannabis charge is established by this hypothetical. The article explains automatic cannabis
expungement generally, but this report does not establish a cannabis record to which that process applies.

Companion article: lllinois expungement and sealing
https://mikebakerlaw.com/blog/2026/09/22/illinois-expungement-sealing-2026/
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Getting certified records in Cook County

26th Street and California Avenue

For Chicago felony trial records, contact the Clerk's Criminal Division at the Leighton Criminal Courthouse,
2650 S. California Avenue, fifth floor, Room 526. The division lists 773-674-3140. Confirm the records
location and request procedure before traveling, especially for older files.

Cook County Clerk: Criminal Division
https://www.cookcountyclerkofcourt.org/divisions/criminal-division

Chicago misdemeanors and other districts

For Chicago Criminal Department cases, the Clerk lists 50 W. Washington Street, Room 1006, and
312-603-4641. Its certified-disposition instructions request the defendant's name, birth date, and arrest date.
Provide the case number if known. Contact the appropriate suburban district for its cases.

Cook County Clerk: Criminal Department, certified dispositions FAQ
https://www.cookcountyclerkofcourt.org/divisions/criminal-department

If you need a search or copies by mail

The Clerk's Record Search Request Form, CCG 0026, lets you request regular or certified copies and
identify the documents or entire file you need. Its second page gives routing instructions. Older records may
require archive retrieval. Ask the Clerk which office holds the file and confirm current search, copying,
certification, and mailing charges.

Official Record Search Request Form, CCG 0026 (PDF)
https://services.cookcountyclerkofcourt.org/forms/Forms/pdf_files/CCG0026.pdf

Suggested request

"Please provide a certified disposition for every count in this case. | also need the final judgment, sentencing
order, any order terminating supervision or probation, and later orders affecting the disposition. If the file is
archived, please tell me how to request it and what fees apply.”

The Clerk supplies records. A legal review determines whether those records support expungement or sealing. An online case entry or
commercial report does not substitute for certification.
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