
Chicago & the Mexican-Born Population
A fact sheet · Law Offices of Michael D. Baker · mikebakerlaw.com

UNITED STATES CITY OF CHICAGO

11.7M to 11.1M 207,800 to 227,700
Mexican-born, 2007 peak to 2024. Down. Mexican-born, 2023 to 2024: +9%, the largest of any group. Up.

Two numbers, opposite directions. The population that grew in Chicago became the primary target of the largest federal
immigration operation the city has seen in a generation.

The national baseline
Mexicans are the largest immigrant group in the country — about 22% of 50.2 million immigrants. When they get green
cards, roughly 90% do it through family (vs. 63% for all new permanent residents). About 34% are naturalized citizens;
about 77% arrived before 2010; about 32% lack health insurance, the highest rate of any group MPI measured. A settled,
working, family-based population, most of it here more than fifteen years, most of it still without citizenship.

Border, FY 2025 — two numbers people confuse

~237,500 — Border Patrol apprehensions between the ports of entry (people caught crossing illegally, away from the
checkpoints), Southwest border. Lowest since 1970. Mexicans were 47% of them.

~444,000 — total Southwest border encounters. This adds everyone processed at the ports of entry (found inadmissible or
seeking protection). Down from 2.1 million a year earlier.

The first is a slice of the second. Both fell about 80%.

The “2.5 million left” claim (DHS, Dec. 2025)

What DHS counts Figure How it is known

Deportations (formal removals) 605,000 Counted

“Voluntary self-deportations” 1.9 million Estimated from population surveys; its own CBP
Home app logged about 13,000 by mid-2025

Headline total 2.5 million Press release

Independent removal estimates (Brookings, MPI) 310,000–340,000 Analysts counting actual removals

Treat the 2.5 million as what it is: a press release, not a count.

Chicago & Illinois snapshot

Measure Figure

Mexican-born residents, City of Chicago (2024) ~227,700 (up 9% from ~207,800 in 2023)

Total immigrants, City of Chicago (2024) ~597,400 — about 22% of the city; highest since 2006

Cook County population ~5.2 million, second-largest U.S. county

Illinois active DACA recipients (Mar. 2025) ~27,800

Illinois share of U.S. Mexican immigrants ~6% (third nationally)

Where Mexican immigrants concentrate (MPI, 2020–24)



Measure Figure

Top 5 metro areas (~35% combined) Los Angeles, Chicago, Houston, Dallas, Riverside

Top 5 counties (~24% combined) Los Angeles, Harris, Cook, Maricopa, Riverside

Highest Mexican-born share of a metro McAllen–Edinburg–Mission ~25%; Riverside ~12%; Greater
L.A. ~11%

Sources: MPI, Mexican Immigrants in the United States (Ayala & Batalova, 2025); U.S. Census Bureau, 2024 ACS (S0201; Income, Poverty & Health
Insurance: 2024); DHS OHSS 2024 Yearbook, Table 3; CBP Nationwide/Southwest Border Encounters, FY2025; USCIS Active DACA Recipients, FY2026
Q1 (Dec. 31, 2025); DHS press release (Dec. 10, 2025); MPI, Ruiz Soto, A New Era of Immigration Enforcement (2025); Chicago figures via U.S. Census
Bureau 2024 ACS as reported by WBEZ (Sept. 12, 2025).
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